
The changing paths of spin 
Appl? en@ h, or side spin, 10 the cue balJ by striking it away from 

the venic axis, complicates the billiard ames considerabl because 
the cue b d  will curve each time the axis o f rotation changes. 6 ther fac- 
tors also come into play such as the amount of friction there is between 
the cue ball and cloth. If they are clean and dry, friction will be reduced 
to a minimum allowing the cue ball to curve over a longer distance as 
the axis of rotation changes direction. 

Also, suffer cues generate more spin. For a given hit, then flexible 
ones which tend to s ring away from the cue ball on contact, thus re- 
ducing the amount o f force applied. Too, softer ti s generate more s in 
than hard ones. In addition, an elevated cue w d c a u x  the cue &to 
curve more in the directon of the spin than a level one. 

Example "A" shows what happens to the cue ball, over a distance of 6 
feet, when it is struck Vi inch to the right of the vertical ax$ at the center 
of the ball using a medium flexible cue, a medium hard up, and a level 
stroke of moderate force. At no time, does the ball curve to the right! 

Good layers usual1 make an unwnuous adjustment in their aim 
for the &a curve an 2 when the cue ball straightens it looks like it - 
curves to the right. 

Example "B" shows the cue ball path for the same hit except that, in 
this case, the cue is elevated seven or eight inches. This produces three 
curves, the second of which is a very dramatic curve to the right. Again, 
the first and third curves are unknown to most players. 

- 

These are just two examples of a thousand that could be defined us- 
ing various cues and cue elevations on differing equipment The impor- 
tam thing is for ou to find out what your cue does to the cue ball on 
your favorite tab r e under various climatic conditions when side s in is 
applied., Until you do, many of the hours spent at your favorite bfiiard 
came will be frusiraune ones, 

Ping Pdng is a sport. The sport of Ping Pong4"Let's go 
play some ng". When was the last time you heard that 
statement? e> m waiting. It's called table tennis now. Now 
do you want to (day? 
The sport  of billiards or pool is light years ahead of the 

"activity called table tennis. Yet table tennis will make 
it's Olympic debut in 1988. As you probably know, 

the biggest problem (he or she) faced was finding local 
competition. It's tough to go down to the ping pong hall 
and shoot some paddle. I doubt very much that the US 
will have a great showing next summer in the "88 Sum- 
mer Olympics, but if you're a serious player, pack up 
your pings, your pongs, and your addles and head to the 
US CX mpic Training Center in Colorado Sprin 
rado / or a little action. (Bet u haven't read at any- ? where Mr. D. Sewison - see an Forum p.9) 

B 
Come to think of it, Ibis brings u a ve interesting 

subject, the difference between pro f %  d o n a  and ama- 
teurs. There are no rofessional table tennis players so 
they become eligib I" t for amateur events such as the 
Olympics automatically. Pool players, on the other hand, 
can be broken down to both levels. Professional 
paling for ain or livelihood in an activity or eld of L -OKtid- 
endeavor o n engaged in by amateurs. Amateur - one 
who engages in a pursuit, study, science, or sport as a 

I 
pastime rather than as a dession (Webster). 

According to these de F initions, if you play and lose, 
'JA you're an amateur, but if you beat amateurs all the tune 

Stauch 
on snorts? I 

a 

then vou'rc a rmfessional- 1 see - if Mike Skel whim on 
you dl the time, then you are considered an amateur. 
And being an amateur lets you become eligible for events 
such as the Olympics. But, since pool is not an Olympic 
sport, you return to the local poolroom and destroy some 

I 
shortstop and become a pro again. 
Do earnings play a part in detedng a "pro" from an 

amateur? If yes, how much money does it take to jump 
from amateur to pro? As we noted last month, there 
aren't too many 1 players that I would consider pros, 
financially spea E" 'ng of course. Take a look, however, at 
today's top 'amatuer' track and field athletes, Carl Lewis, 
Greg Foster, Tom Petronoff, etc. These guys are loaded. 
Sure the money comes from endorsements and is put 
into special accounts so they can draw out a nice living, 
but they remain Amateurs. 

The conclusion is this, everyone should be classified 
1 the same. If you're the best at what you do, then you 
should be paid openly and therefore a professional 
Events such as the Olympics should be opened up to all 
comers because they are all being paid very well anyway. 
Now that, that is cleared up, lets add pool (9-ball) to 

the "88 Olympic games and maybe today's top pi cis ^ will finally be paid handsomely through sponsors *ps 
and endoisemenis like the amateurs. 

Good luck, Insook B hushan, whoever you are. 




